
O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1  •  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2

1

Champion for Parks & Public Spaces
Alliance expands, dedicated to citywide advocacy for healthy parks   

The Detroit Parks Coalition (DPC) is an 
alliance of organizations that connect De-
troiters to beautiful, healthy, and well-main-
tained parks and public spaces. 

Our coalition was formed in 2019, when 
five parks organizations came together to 
share resources and learning. Since then, we 
have more than doubled our membership 
and strengthened our relationships with 
partners such as the City of Detroit, Hu-
ron-Clinton Metroparks Authority, and 
Wayne County Parks. 

Today, we are poised to increase resourc-
es to all parks in Detroit and ensure that 
they are equitably distributed. As we grow, 
we hope to share knowledge, solve prob-
lems together, advocate for parks city-
wide, and ultimately foster strong and 
supportive relationships among the 
City, park stewardship groups, resi-
dents, park users, and partners. 

This past summer has been full of 
activity, in each of our member parks 
and for our coalition as a whole. We 
look forward to sharing it with you in 
our Fall 2021 Newsletter. 

In this edition, you will find: 
• Park updates, recapping summer 

programming and capital improve-
ments in our member parks;

• Notes from our partners—the City of 
Detroit, Wayne County Parks, and Huron 
Clinton Metroparks;

• A fall park events calendar. 
Continued on page 2
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MISSION
The Detroit Parks Coalition  
champions Detroit’s parks  
and works together with the  
City and stakeholders to deliver  
outstanding park experiences  
across the City so that users can  
further their health, well-being,  
appreciation of nature, and sense of  
belonging to a community.

PURPOSE 
• To maximize the impact of park 

stewardship organizations by 
building a network, gaining 
economies of scale, and strength-
ening connections and communication across the parks system.

• To create better experiences for park users through expanded and coordinated programming, 
improved maintenance, and capital improvements.

• To advocate for development of new and increased sources of funding for all parks and  
public spaces in Detroit. 

DPC News
• Our coalition is growing! We are 

pleased to welcome our newest members: 
the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, 
Downtown Detroit Partnership, Friends 
of Patton Park, Midtown Detroit, Inc., 
and Sidewalk Detroit. To learn more 
about becoming a DPC partner, email us. 

• Capital improvements—DPC was re-
cently awarded $500,000 from the State of 
Michigan to make capital improvements 
in our member parks. Be on the lookout 
for new benches, garbage cans, play-
scapes, and bathrooms in Spring 2022. 

• Learn with us—DPC is partnering with 
the Piston’s Neighbors Program on Let’s 
Play: A Learning Series on Activating 
Public Spaces. Individuals and organiza-
tions who attend any of the sessions may 
apply for a mini-grant from the Detroit 
Pistons Foundation, ranging from $500-
$10,000. Learn more here. 

Champion for Parks 
Continued from cover

Belle Isle Conservancy 
If Belle Isle has proven anything over the last 18 months, 

it is the power of parks as civic commons. Even more so, as 
facility closures emphasized the value of being outdoors. For 
generations, Belle Isle has anchored celebrations, education, 
relaxation, play, tradition, and community values, needs, 
and dreams. 

Belle Isle Conservancy, through our mission: to protect, 
preserve, restore, and enhance Belle Isle Park for the enjoy-
ment of all — now and forever, works to support Belle Isle 
and its role in our community in close partnership with the 
State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR), the City of Detroit, and a variety of community 
stakeholders. 

Summer on Belle Isle has been a breath of fresh air with 
events, reopening the Belle Isle Aquarium and the Anna 
Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory, and an introduction to 
Oudolf Garden Detroit. 

On July 16th, the Conservancy reopened the new and im-
proved Aquarium after 16 months of closure. Aquarium 
highlights include facility updates, an array of animals from 
around the world, including air-breathing and local freshwa-
ter fish, and some of our latest additions garden eels and the 
critically endangered axolotl. 

On August 18th, the conjoined Belle Isle Aquarium and 
Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory celebrated 117 years 
of public service since opening in 1904. 

On August 28th, what began as a love letter to world- 
renowned perennial garden master Piet Oudolf became 

Belle Isle’s newest Public Garden, Oudolf Garden Detroit 
(OGD). Set between the Nancy Brown Peace Carillon and 
the International Peace Memorial, the garden offers accessi-
ble and engaging living art year-round. 

With 32,000 hardy perennials and grasses, including 
many native species, and visible changes every ten to four-
teen days, “It is a place where people can go and never be 
bored or disappointed. It is also a place that will teach you 
about plants because you will see plants you have never seen 
before or have never seen combined this way,” says Oudolf. 
OGD is the first public garden to incorporate all three of 
Oudolf ’s iconic planting styles: block, matrix, and group 
planting. Visit www.oudolfgardendetroit.org for interactive 
maps, plant lists, photos and drone coverage, and more.

The Garden Party on Belle Isle is a tradition that has long 
benefitted the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory. On 
September 14th, the whimsical event included an open bar, 
delicious food, and live entertainment in a beautiful setting. 

On October 14th, celebrate the legacy of Belle Isle at the 
annual Polish the Jewel Belle Isle Legacy Luncheon, 11 am-
1:30 pm at the Roostertail. Join Belle Isle Conservancy and 
honorary chairs Tom and Diane Schoenith, along with some 
of Belle Isle’s most passionate supporters to raise funds to 
support the Conservancy’s mission and operations. 

Visit belleisleconservancy.org/ptj for tickets and info. 
For event tickets, to share feedback, and for more 

information about Fall on Belle Isle, visit   
www.belleisleconservancy.org

The Oudolf Garden Detroit opend with 32,000 hardy perennials and grasses! 
The Garden Party was another success, and the Aquarium reopened.
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A world-class parks system, co-created with  

Detroiters and nearby neighbors, that 
includes state-of-the-art amenities and  
natural areas, rigorous maintenance,  

and  innovative programming  
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Celebrating a summer of baseball, softball, 
sports, arts, culture, music and fun

At last — the bats and balls finally came out of storage, and 
the ball diamonds were filled with eager kids who were ready 
to get back in the game! And that was just the beginning of 
the summer months. 

Liam McIlroy, a coach from Cass Tech, hosted Youth Box 
Lacrosse inside the ice rink, and Saturday, August 21, the 
Detroit Symphony gathered 30 arts organizations to join 
them for a day of arts and culture capped off by the Sympho-
ny’s string quartet playing Spanish music on the Park’s out-
door stage. 

“It was great to see the park come alive after being closed 
for the past year due to the pandemic,” said Center Director 
Anthony Benavides. “We were really glad to see so many 

kids come out for the activities.” 
Coach Morris Blackwell diligently worked with more 

than 50 youngsters teaching them the techniques of baseball, 
while Rita Tyler coached her young girls in the finer points 
of softball. “This year we tried something new,” said Tyler. 
“We have always had a Mother/Daughter softball game near 
the end of the season, but this year we decided to get the 
dads involved.” The dads lost the game to their girls, but in 
true form, they came back the following week to barbeque 
for the Mother/Daughter game.” Now that’s sportsmanship!
Fall for lacrosse, winter for hockey

We’re really excited to report that Liam McIlroy and his 
Cass Tech youth are planning a fall Box Lacrosse program at 
Clark Park, and it is free-of-charge to all 5th through 8th 
graders every Tuesday and Thursday from 4:30–6 pm. 

Come out after Labor Day and learn this fast-paced and 
fun sport from the experts. Email Coach Mac to register at:  
lacrossecoachmac@gmail.com. 

I know it’s hard to believe, but winter is not far away, and 
Clark Park is already registering youth for hockey. Get your 
equipment early, so you will be all ready for the hockey sea-
son, which is right around the corner.

Last but not least, we want to send a special shout out to 
the automotive suppliers and their COPA soccer teams who 
played some great games Saturday, August 28 with all pro-
ceeds going to Clark Park. We were presented $4,750 at the 
end of the day. What a fitting end to a great day.

As we celebrate 30 years of providing programming and 
activities for the southwest Detroit community, we look for-
ward to another 30 years of fun and sports for a great com-
munity.
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Progress continues on the 
construction of the skatepark

After weeks of excessive rain, the con-
struction of the skatepark at Chandler 
Park has resumed. The Chandler Park 
Conservancy, in partnership with The 
Skatepark Project; Find Your Grind Foun-
dation; the City of Detroit’s General Ser-
vices Department; Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation; the Rocket 
Community Fund; Stellantis, and more 
than 150 donors are moving ahead on the 
uniquely designed skatepark. 

The new activation’s design is inspired 
by the natural environment found in 
Chandler Park and will be a completely 
custom, one-of-a-kind skatepark. It will 
feature terrain types for all ages and ability levels and in-
cludes elements for both street and transition skateboarding 
styles.  Developers SITE Design Group and Hardcore Skate-
parks worked with community residents and stakeholders 
through community meetings, a steering committee, and a 
comprehensive survey to create an engaging and environ-
mentally safe space for skateboarders, bikers, and scooters, 
and the like.

“This skatepark is another among a series of impactful 
projects that continue to enhance the park toward becoming 
a world-class space,” said Steve Ogden, Chandler Park Con-
servancy Board Chair. “The partnership between the City of 
Detroit and Chandler Park Conservancy has advanced our 
park and made it a model for recreation in our city, one that 
we hope will bring Detroiters and their families together for 

years to come.”
This will be the first significant skate-

park on Detroit’s east side,” said Keith 
Flournoy, Deputy Director of Detroit 
Parks & Recreation. “In recent years, 
there has been an enormous increase in 
skateparks’ interest and providing ame-
nities in parks beyond our traditional 
playgrounds.” 

The skatepark is due to be completed 
in mid-October. The Rocket Communi-
ty Fund and The Blue Cross Foundation 
have provided resources for skateboard-
ing instruction to 100 youth ages 6 to 17 
living in Chandler Park and surround-
ing communities. The goal is to give this 

instruction over one year, starting October 2021. Classes will 
be held three times a week once the skate park is completed, 
run through October and November 2021 (weather permit-
ting), start back in May and June 2022, with a six-week camp, 
July through August 2022. Monitor the Chandler Park Con-
servancy website for updates and ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Chandler Park Basketball Courts
Grant Hill and FILA partnered to build two full-size bas-

ketball courts in Chandler Park on Detroit’s Eastside. The 
courts feature a unique Grant Hill/FILA design, and provide 
a gathering place for the community and fun, safe space for 
local youth to play and grow. The Basketball courts officially 
opened on Friday, Sept. 17th. Contact the Chandler Park 
Conservancy for free give-a-ways while they last.

Chandler Park 
Conservancy

Clark Park 
Coalition

Daddy-Daughter and Mother/Daughter softball games were 
a hit at Clark Park this summer.

A skatepark and basketball courts are 
new to Chandler park.

mailto:lacrossecoachmac@gmail.com
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Downtown Detroit Partnership
DDP Public Spaces Play Catalytic Role 
in Detroit’s Recovery, Record Visitors 

As retail, residential, commercial, and entertain-
ment begins to recover and stabilize throughout the 
Downtown, the Parks and Public Spaces continue to 
be essential in accelerating Detroit’s recovery and  
reviving public life in the Central Business District.   

With a significant increase in park usage (up 42%) 
and a record of over 3.5 million visitors projected to 
experience Downtown’s public spaces in 2021, the 
Downtown Detroit Partnership (DDP) is pro-
ducing more programs, amenities, events, 
and services that have never been more 
important and relevant.   

In 2021, over 1,000 events with-
in the public spaces showcased 
the Downtown to a wide range 
of diverse visitors. With DDP 
now managing over 500,000 sq. 
ft. of space across seven parks, 
and supporting several others, 
a long-term strategy for invest-
ments in place management, 
operations, and programming 
are crticial to bring catalytic invest-
ments to Detroit. 

DDP Wins Prestigious Grant,  
Campus Martius named ‘Top 
Public Square’ by USA Today 10Best

Selected by an expert jury and refined by popular vote, 
Campus Martius Park was presented the honor of “Top Pub-
lic Square” by USA Today’s 10best in 2021. The national 
attention brings well-deserved recognition for the entire city 
and further positions Detroit as the model for public/private 
partnerships in urban development.  

Additionally, DDP was awarded a prestigious grant from 
the Central Park Conservancy (CPC) Institute for Urban 
Parks and selected to participate in a nine-month “partner-
ship laboratory,” leveraging CPC’s resources and expertise. 
In collaboration with the Institute, DDP will grow its efforts 
to better serve the community, create more diverse public and 
stakeholder engagement, and establish systems that result in 
more vibrant, sustainable, and welcoming parks for all. 

DDP Produced Innovative Summer Season 
of Events with 250+ Community Partners

Over 1,000 scheduled events returned in June with more 
partnerships and collaborations than ever before. The sea-

son kicked off with The June-
teenth Jubilee in partnership 
with the Charles H Wright 
Museum, the return of Down-
town Street Eats and Market Fri-
days, and a Celebration of Hot 

Sam’s 100th Anniversary — all in 
support of Detroit-based small 

business owners and entrepreneurs. 
Live music returned with expanded 

opportunities and hours, giving displaced 
artists dozens of opportunities to safely per-

form at the Beach at Campus Martius Park.  The 
ever-popular Movie Nights in the D series offered families a 
much-needed respite each Saturday, showcasing award-win-
ning films and family favorites, and the Night Market and 
Family Fun Days returned at Beacon Park.  

For the first time, DDP teamed up with The Detroit Grand 
Prix to present the Grand Prixmiere at Cadillac Square. A 
fundraiser for the Belle Isle Conservancy, DDP showcased 
the Downtown Detroit Parks as both dynamic public spaces 
and as top-tier event venues. Also in 2021, DDP collaborated 
with the North American International Auto Show and the 
Detroit Auto Dealers Association to produce the Motor City 
Car Crawl (MC3), a new outdoor festival experience that 
showcased the future of mobility to over 50,000 visitors. 
Lucky Daye and the Michigan Philharmonic performed a free 
concert for more than 10,000, and Sheryl Crow headlined the 
Charity Gala for more than 2,000 ticket buyers. The Grand 
Prixmiere and MC3 both exceeded expectations for first time 
events, and injected the Downtown with a much needed 
economic boost while raising significant funds for charities. 

Detroit Riverfront 
Conservancy

The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy (DRFC) had a robust 
and impactful summer with more than 100 public programs 
and events. Our events featured everything from reading 
programs for youth, to physical activity for seniors, to live 
music and emotional support for the community. We also 
opened a new public space in the Mayor Dennis W. Archer 
Greenway and broke ground on a new portion of the River-
walk at Uniroyal. 

Our summer started off with the D. Cipher Summer Con-
cert Series on the Campbell Terrace, which is located along 
the Dequindre Cut. This 12-week music series featured free 
concerts from Detroit-based musicians. 

Reading and Rhythm on the Riverfront presented by 
General Motors ran for six weeks at Gabriel Richard Park in 
July and August. Hundreds of children enjoyed musical 
entertainment, storytelling, and snacks, and each child 
received a free book curated by the Detroit Public Library. 

Each Tuesday this summer, we welcomed older adults 
back to Cullen Plaza for Seniors and Sneakers for wellness 
activities designed just for them including hustle lessons, fit-
ness classes, health education, and fellowship. 

The Conservancy was proud to partner with the City of 
Detroit Office of Arts, Culture and Entrepreneurship and the 
Cranbrook Art Museum to create a permanent, living 

memorial to recognize loss during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Healing Memorial created by artist Sonya Clark, pro-
vided the community a way to come together over trauma 
and loss by creating small memorial pouches memorial 
making stations were set up at numerous events throughout 
the summer. The pouches were then gathered to create a tap-
estry of memories that is currently displayed at the TCF 
Center downtown. This project has been extended until 
August 2022. 

We closed out the summer by hosting the West Riverfront 
Block Party that saw a great crowd come out to West River-
front Park on September 18. This one-day festival featured 
musical performances by local musical acts, children’s activ-
ities, food trucks, and Jet-Ski demonstrations. The day cul-
minated with performances by premiere 90’s girl group 
Brownstone and R&B legend El DeBarge, both Detroit 
natives.

The Detroit Harvestfest & Food Truck Rally on October 9 
and 10 will conclude a busy summer and will feature trick or 
treating, a free pumpkin patch, inflatables and hands on 
activities for the kids, as well as five stages of musical perfor-
mances from local artists, a beer and wine garden and more 
than 60 food trucks from throughout Metro Detroit and 
beyond.

Top left clockwise: The 
Healing Memorial, created 
in parks and on display at 
the TCF Center; Gabriel 
Richard Park, the site for 
Reading Rhythm; Seniors & 
Sneakers at Cullen Plaza.
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Midtown Detroit/ 
New Center Park

New Center Park, 
owned and operated by 
Midtown Detroit, Inc. 
(MDI), is a unique 
green space  located 
on the southwest 
corner of Second 
Avenue and West 
Grand Boulevard 
across from the Fish-
er Building. 

The 2021 season at 
New Center Park pre-
sented free movie screen-
ings from June through 
August, every Wednesday and 
Friday.  

The Park recently announced that it will 
end the season with a series of performances by Detroit Public Theatre in the 
months of September and early October (see page 15 for more information).  

MDI was excited to resume free movie screenings and provide guidance on 
how visitors can enjoy outdoor entertainment safely. We look forward to closing 
the season on a high note and welcoming the community back in 2022!

As the summer comes to a close, People 
for Palmer Park looks forward to re-
suming our annual Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, Oct. 2 (see page 15), and 
continuing to work on the Habitat 
Restoration Project with City of De-
troit, Detroit Exploration and Nature 
Center (DEN), and a team of ecological 
experts who are working to make Lake 
Frances and Witherell Woods more 
healthy, usable, and beautiful with support 
from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation.

Over the next year, we’ll clean up 
Lake Frances, replace invasive spe-
cies with native plants, and improve 
walking and biking paths on the 
park’s South end. We’ll also develop 
a long-term ecological restoration 
and management plan for the woods 
in the park’s center. The ecological 
transformation in Palmer Park will 
provide a myriad of opportunities, 
including education, research, and 
public access to nature. Read more at 
peopleforpalmerpark.org/habitat-project.html

We reluctantly say goodbye (until next 
summer) to our beloved outdoor activi-
ties: Our weekly Farmers Market at the 
DEN; yoga with Yoganic Flow; T’ai Chi 
with Peter Guenther; bike rides with 
Henry Ford II; walking groups, bas-
ketball classes, a new pickleball group, 
and more. 

We held two free concerts this sum-

mer: Opera in the Park in partnership with 
the Michigan Opera Theatre; and Music 

of the Spirit Festival: Jazz, Soul & 
Klezmer in partnership with Detroit 
Unity Temple featuring the talents of 
Charles & Gwen Scales Quartet and 
Yale Strom & Hot Pstromi.

Our Tennis Academy, which was 
awarded the best community tennis pro-

gram by the USTA in 2020, will continue 
during the cold weather at an indoor tennis 

facility, and we will evaluate if yoga or 
other activities can be held in the 
Palmer Park Community Center. 
Despite Covid modifications, the ten-
nis academy has expanded to include 
a junior excellence program, and the 
children have been developing 
impressive skills and participating in 
tournaments throughout the region.
New in the Park

Light up the Lighthouse: An 
iconic lighthouse in Lake Frances was 
built by the Palmer family as a charm-

ing addition to their Log Cabin and estate in the 
late 1800s. Thanks to a private donation, we 

have repaired and restored the windows, 
railings, cedar shingles, and foundation. 
The top has been painted close to the 
original red color, and electricity has 
been installed so that it now radiate 
beams of  lights! The restoration of the 
Palmer’s Log Cabin continues and we 

hope to showcase many new features in 
the near future. 

People for Palmer Park

“Do Not Feed the Geese and 
Ducks” signage has been installed 
around Lake Frances! As part of the 
Habitat Restoration Project, PFPP 
board member/marketing chair Amy 
Lebowsky designed wonderful sig-
nage to help education the commu-
nity about the dangers to the birds 
and environment. We look forward 
to positive changes. 

Recycling Trash receptacles: 
The City of Detroit, in partnership 
with Michigan Environmental Coun-
cil and Zero Waste Detroit, has in-
stalled several bright blue containers 
for reycing of bottles and cans in 
Palmer Park to kickstart what we 
hope will be a more extensive city-
wide recycling initiative for all parks.

The Historic Michigan State 
Fairgrounds Bandshell to be in-
stalled in Palmer Park! When 
some 65,000 people signed an online 
petition demanding that the Band-
shell be preserved and relocated from 
the Amazon warehouse site, the City 
of Detroit and PFPP envisioned a 
wonderful opportunity. The Band-
shell will become a family-oriented 
performing arts center, featuring 
small ensembles of classical, jazz, and 
other musical genres, dance, poetry, 
storytelling, theater, films, youth per-
formances, and more.

PFPP, in partnership with the 
newly formed Unleashed Palmer 
Park Dog Park Task Force, is moving 
forward with plans to design and cre-
ate a dog park in Palmer Park. Visit  
facebook.com/palmerparkdogpark 
for updates and fill in the survey at 
bit.ly/palmerparkdogsurvey

https://www.peopleforpalmerpark.org/habitat-project.html
http://facebook.com/palmerparkdogpark
http://bit.ly/palmerparkdogsurvey
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Top: Artist Mandisa Smith interviews Patrick Dougherty 
at the opening celebration of his Stickwork sculpture. 

Above: Sidewalk staff with Patrick and his son.  
Below: Volunteers gather sticks at Palmer Park.  
Left: Dancer at Sidewalk Detroit Festival. 

Sidewalk Detroit~
Eliza Howell Park
Castle of Sticks

Sidewalk Detroit hosted 
internationally acclaimed artist 
Patrick Dougherty as he created 
one of his famed “Stickwork” 
sculptures in Eliza Howell Park 
from September 7-25. This 
three-week artist residency 
engaged artists, volunteers, 
neighbors, and members of the 
public to work side-by-side 
with the highly respected, world 
renowned artist as he created a 
monumental environmental 
sculpture. The event was an 
official part of the Detroit 
Month of Design program tak-
ing place September 1-30.

The project began with three 
days of harvesting over-
growth of saplings from 
Rouge Park, Rogell 
Park, and Palmer 
Park. After three 
days of harvesting, 
the bundled sap-
lings were trans-
ported to Eliza 
Howell Park where 
Patrick and the Side-
walk Detroit team 
installed the artwork. 
The project was completed 
and celebrated with an artist talk 
and an official opening on September 25th.

This outdoor project is a multi-year effort, part of long-
term planning in the park. The long-term vision for Eliza 
Howell Park is to curate outdoor interventions specific to 
the Brightmoor community and to produce events that 
engage residents in artistic and recreational activities. 
Representatives from the neighborhood, Eliza Howell Park 
Partnership, The City of Detroit, and The Greening of 
Detroit, and over 100 volunteers were involved to bring the 
installation to fruition. Team members assisted Patrick in 
harvesting sapling branches, stripping them of leaves, and in 

the construction of the sculpture. 

Sidewalk Festival
The 8th annual Sidewalk Festival-Healing Revival Party 

was held every Saturday, July 24-August 14 in four Detroit 
neighborhoods. The festival brought together diverse com-
munities, transforming spaces for discovery, dancing, inno-
vation and joy. It convened some 50 boundary-pushing 
artists, residents, curious art-lovers and those of all ages with 
adventurous spirits to enjoy unique Detroit experiences. 
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Friends of 
Rouge Park

Summer in Rouge Park has been eventful! From volun-
teer projects, new yoga classes, Detroit Pistons program-
ming, a recently opened splash pad, and nature walks, there 
have been a variety of ways for community members to ex-
plore Rouge Park. 

Despite the abundance of rain, humidity, and double 
hatch of mosquitoes, volunteers have been dedicating their 
time to improve Rouge Park. Over 17 volunteer groups have 
removed invasive species, restored portions of the paved 
path, cleaned up trash and built kiosks and bridges. During 
the annual Rouge Park Appreciation Day, volunteers re-
moved 1,144 pounds of trash. TeamGM Cares spent a week 
working in Rouge Park removing invasives and building two 
kiosks. Rocket Community Fund began sending volunteers 
weekly in August. A youth group from Grosse Pointe Memo-
rial Church spent a week removing invasive plants. Phi Kap-
pa Upsilon at Lawrence Technological University participat-
ed alongside community members in removing invasive 
plants along trails. Several nonprofit organizations collabo-
rated for the Trees & Seas cleanup to clean up 157 pounds of 
litter as part of an event uniting forest and ocean conserva-
tion throughout the world.

In addition to volunteer cleanups/projects, Friends of 

Rouge Park hosted the Annual Butterfly and Native Plant 
Walk at the Prairie Pathway Nature Trail. There were a total 
of 15 species of butterflies observed, as well as two types of 
hummingbird moths and a huge mydas fly. We are looking 
forward to hosting another Nature Walk along the Prairie 
Pathway Trail and a Fish and Tree walk during September. 

Lastly, there have been several programs being offered at 
Rouge Park. This was the first summer that Friends of Rouge 
Park offered yoga in the park. We worked with Yoganic Flow 
to offer six sessions at the Brennan Pools Area. We are look-
ing forward to continuing this programming next summer. 
Additionally, the Detroit Pistons have held programming 
through their Neighbors Program including archery in part-
nership with Detroit Outdoors, handball with the Detroit 
Handball Club, and art with the Mint Artist Guild. 

Much of this new activity would not have happened if not 
for Public Involvement Intern Cara Beld who was hired 
through a grant from Rocket Community Fund to activate 
Rouge Park. Friends of Rouge Park extends our gratitude to 
all of the volunteers and community partners who have 
worked toward bettering and promoting the park this sum-
mer. We are looking forward to the fall season and more op-
portunities to explore Rouge Park with you! 
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Huron-Clinton Metroparks
Metroparks to Establish a Physical Presence in Detroit as 
Part of Partnership with Detroit Riverfront Conservancy

In November 2020 The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 
and Huron-Clinton Metroparks announced a multi-year, 
pilot partnership that focuses on widening access to new 
programs and recreation for city and suburban families, and 
leverages the world-class parks, greenways and public spaces 
managed by the two organizations.

 Through the partnership, Metroparks will establish a 
physical presence in Detroit and contribute $6 million over 
seven years to the Conservancy for expanded programs and 
operations at the future Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park 
on the West Riverfront. That park is slated to open in 2023. 
The partnership is already providing joint programming 
opportunities along the riverfront, and once the park is 
open, the agreement includes another five full years of part-
nership that leverages the strengths of each organization.

 “We couldn’t be more thrilled to expand our collabora-
tion with such a great organization like the Detroit River-
front Conservancy, build more relationships within the city 
and with all those who call it home, and have the opportu-
nity to contribute in one small way to the dynamic energy 
and spirit that are the essence of Detroit,” said Amy McMil-
lan, Director of Huron-Clinton Metroparks. “This partner-
ship will allow us to build upon our commitment of providing 
exceptional recreation and educational opportunities and 

better, more equitably serve the city, its neighborhoods and 
surrounding communities, all while complementing the 
world-class ring of 13 regional parks in southeast Michigan.”

 “We are excited by the opportunities of growing our part-
nership with Huron-Clinton Metroparks,” said Mark Wal-
lace, President and CEO, Detroit Riverfront Conservancy. 
“The ecosystem of parks and public space becomes stronger 
when we work together in partnerships like this one. We can 
do more and serve more people by embracing a truly regional 
perspective and leveraging our shared commitment to equity 
and diversity in recreation.”

 Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park is one of the most 
significant projects on the horizon for the Conservancy and 
a major step forward in completing its goal of developing 5.5 
miles of revitalized riverfront. It will dramatically change the 
landscape along the downtown riverfront, and it is expected 
to significantly boost economic benefit in the area as well. 
The 22-acre park will feature a water component, called the 
Water Garden, where the Metroparks will establish its first 
physical location within the city. In addition, the park will 
include Sport House with basketball courts, the Delta Dental 
Play Garden with an array of animal structures for kids to 
climb in and around and a large lawn that will be used for 
special events and programming.

The City of Detroit Parks and Recreation has a lot going 
on as we transition from summer into fall. Below are brief 
updates on some of our key initiatives. Check out our web-
site for more information on these and other projects!

Recreation Centers: The City of Detroit re-opened 
four recreation centers on September 20th:

• Adams Butzel Recreation Center
• Patton Recreation Center
• Farwell Recreation Center
• Lasky Recreation Center
Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan: The City is 

working on a 10-year strategic plan for Parks and Recreation 
facilities throughout the City. The plan will include goals and 
strategies, including a 5-year capital budget. We hope to  
have public drafts for review in early winter.

East Riverfront Asset Study: The City is analyzing 
the results of the community engagement and survey 
responses and translating that into recommendations for 

the East Riverfront Assets, including:
• Civic Center: Hart Plaza, Joe Louis Fist, Spirit Plaza
• The Aretha Franklin Amphitheater
• Gold Coast/Barry Sub Parks: Owen Park,  

Erma Henderson Park and Marina
• Marina District: Jefferson Village, Riverside Marina 

and St. Jean Boat Launch
 We hope to present draft recommendations to the com-

munity for feedback in late October.
Roosevelt Park: We had a great community engage-

ment kick-off event on August 28th for Roosevelt Park. We 
are compiling results from the community meeting and the 
online survey and hope to have draft recommendations to 
present to the community at our next community meeting 
on November 18.  

Joe Louis Greenway: The contract for construction of 
Phase 1 of this 27.5-mile greenway was approved on August 
25th and construction has begun.  

City of Detroit 
Parks & Recreation

Above: Recreation Centers re- open 
after being closed due to Covid-19. 
Top left: Michigan Opera Theatre at 
the Aretha Franklin Amphitheater.  
Middle: Joe Louis Greenway. 

https://detroitmi.gov/departments/parks-recreation
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/parks-recreation
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/parks-recreation/community-recreation-centers
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2021-07/Parks%20and%20Rec%20-%20June%202021%20Virtual%20Town%20Halls.pptx.pdf
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/parks-recreation/parks-and-recreation-strategic-plan/east-riverfront-assets-study
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/parks-recreation/parks/roosevelt-park
https://detroitmi.gov/events/phase-1-warren-joy-construction-contract-approved
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Wayne County Park is excited to offer a vari-
ety of safe, outdoor programming this fall! 
Due to concerns about Covid-19, we 
strive to make our events as safe as 
possible.

Saturday in the Park was the 
perfect way to social distance 
while getting some exercise! Each 
Saturday through September, 
Hines Drive was closed for six 
miles from Ann Arbor Trail to 
Outer Drive from 9 am–3:30 pm 
for participants to run, walk, roller-
blade or bike ride right on Hines 
Drive without any vehicle traffic. 

Heroes on Hines 5K Fun Run is a fall 
tradition for area runners and this year, the 
event is a family affair held on September 25 for a 
run/walk to honor our first responders. All participants 
received a medal and post-race snacks. Adults received a 
t-shirt and kids received a fire fighters’ hat. For information, 
please visit www.heroesonhines.com.

The whole family will love to visit Crosswinds Marsh in 
Sumpter Township for the Harvest Festival on Saturday, 
October 16 from 1–3 pm. There will be hayrides, storytell-
ers, crafts and more at this free fall event. 

The Halloween Festival at Nankin Mills Park 
is always a fall favorite! Costumes are 

optional and participants will love 
watching a magic show, playing on 

the inflatables, taking a hayride and 
of course, getting some Halloween 
candy on Saturday, October 23 
from 1-3 pm.

Did you know that Wayne 
County Parks has four natural-
ists on staff that offer nature and 

history programs as field trips, 
scout badges or outreach pro-

grams in a variety of topics? Pro-
grams are offered outdoors at 

Crosswinds Marsh and Nankin Mills 
Park or the naturalists can come to your 

school to make a presentation. There is a small 
fee per participant.
It may seem early to be thinking about the holidays but 

the Wayne County Lightfest will be open November 24 
through December 31 from Wednesday-Sunday. The hours 
are 7-10 pm on Wednesday–Friday, and 6-10 pm on Satur-
day and Sunday evenings. The fee is $5 cash per vehicle. 

For more information about these events, please visit 
www.waynecounty.com or call (734) 261-1990.

Wayne County Parks
Fall Programs That the Entire Family Will Enjoy!

Left: Heroes on Hines 5K Fun Run. 
Below: Wayne County Parks nature 
program participants studying pond 
habitat.

Calendar 
Upcoming events at Detroit Parks!
OCTOBER 
Ongoing, Belle Isle. Fairies have landed on Belle 
Isle! The fairies invite you to explore and look for their 
fairy doors in a fun, interactive scavenger hunt. All of their 
doors are located on the grounds surrounding the Belle Isle 
Aquarium and Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory. 
You’ll find the general whereabouts on the map, but it is up 
to you to find their exact locations.

Oct. 2, 9-11 am; Rouge Park, Sorensen Recreation 
Area. Public Lands Day Cleanup. Join us for National 
Public Lands day to clean up the Sorensen Recreation Area. 
Volunteers can choose between trimming invasive buck-
thorn and/or picking up litter. Please wear gloves and long 
pants and bug spray. Trash bags and loppers will be pro-
vided, and feel free to bring any additional tools you may 
have. Sign-up for reminders and updates at rougepark.org. 
This cleanup is in partnership with Plastic Oceans.

Oct. 2, 1-4 pm; Palmer Park. Harvest Fest: Magic 
of Pumpkins, Unicorns & Fall Fun. Celebrate the turn 
of season with dance, music, storytelling, art-making, 
pumpkin picking, harvest-related foods, and nature. There 
will performances of “The Last Unicorn” and readings by 
author Barbara Allen about Sojourner Truth, her sixth 
generation great-grandmother. There will be a last chance 
to decorate the park’s Sukkah, and learn about animals in 
the Huron-Clinton Metro Park Mobile Learning Center.

Oct. 3, 1-2 pm; Rouge Park, Sorensen Recreation 
Area. Join us for a nature walk along Rouge River, 
on the Sorensen Promenade Nature Trail, to learn about 
native fish and tree species. This walk will be led by botanist 
Don Drife and fish specialist Bob Muller. Meet at the 
Sorensen Recreation Area at 1pm. Please wear long pants 
and bug spray. If the trail is too muddy we will reschedule 
for our rain date on October 17th.  Sign-up for reminders 
and updates at rougepark.org. This walk is in collaboration 
with Greening of Detroit. Rain date: October 17, 1-2 pm. 

Oct. 7, 5-10 pm; New Center Park. Join Midtown 
Detroit Inc. and Detroit Public Theatre in a presentation of 
“Thurgood,”  a one-man show about Justice Marshall. 
Before serving on The Supreme Court of the United States, 
Thurgood Marshall argued 32 cases in front of the Supreme 
Court as a lawyer for the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). He won 29 of 
those cases. 

Oct. 7, 8, and 9, 7-11 pm; Beacon Park. Rocky 
Horror Picture Show is back at Beacon Park with its 
popular Shadow Cast! The Detroit Actor’s Theatre Com-
pany (The DATC), the DTE Beacon Park Foundation, and 
Downtown Detroit Partnership will present this Halloween 
cult classic October 7-9 at 8 pm (doors at 7 pm). The show 
will take place under the open air tent. Covered seating 
under the tent is limited. A shadow cast is a troupe of actors 
who act/mime/dance in front of a large film screen. In 
essence, a shadow cast brings the movie to life!

Saturdays Oct. 9, 16, 23 and 30, 1-5 pm; Beacon 
Park. The Downtown Detroit Partnership, DTE Beacon 
Park Foundation, and Blake’s Farms are proud to bring back 
Cider in the City! This fall favorite will feature make and 
takes seasonal crafts, free horse-drawn hayrides around the 
park, donuts and cider, lawn games, and live music. Plus, 
pick out the perfect pumpkin, snap a selfie with our fall 
flower wall, and enjoy fall food truck fare! SATURDAYS

Oct. 9 and 10, HarvestFest & Food Truck Rally; 
Dequindre Cut. Join the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 
for a family-friendly event along the Dequindre Cut 
Greenway. The event will have something for everyone, 
including trick or treating, a free pumpkin patch, inflatables 
and hands on activities for the kids, as well as five stages of 
musical performances from local artists, a beer and wine 
garden, and more than 60 food trucks from throughout 
Metro Detroit and beyond.Admission is $5 per person. 
Children under the age of 18 years old are admitted free. 

October 11- November 4, Mondays and Wednes-
days, 5-6:30pm; Chandler Park. Chandler Park 
Conservancy in partnership with Community Push will 
offer free skateboarding lessons to youth ages 8-13 at the 
state-of-the-art Chandler Park Skate Park. All equipment 
will be provided. Registration is required at (313) 499-1956.

http://www.heroesonhines.com
http://www.waynecounty.com
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October 14, 11 am-1:30 pm; Belle Isle. 
Since 2005, Belle Isle’s most prominent support-
ers, including the area’s top business and civic 
leaders, have shared their passion for Belle Isle 
Park during the annual Polish the Jewel Belle 
Isle Legacy Luncheon. Dressed in their favorite 
shoes, chapeaus, and jewels, more than 400 women 
— and a few men — from across Metro Detroit attend 
Polish the Jewel to share their favorite memories of 
Detroit’s beloved island gem, as well as raise funds to 
support Belle Isle Conservancy’s operations and ability to 
pursue its mission to protect, preserve, restore, and enhance 
Belle Isle Park for the enjoyment of all — now and forever.
October 16, 10-11 am; Rouge Park, Prairie Path-
way North Trailhead. Join us to collect native plant seeds 
from Rouge Park’s 40-acre, tallgrass prairie. The seeds will 
be used within the area to improve the quality of the 
prairie. Please bring a small bucket or plastic milk/juice jug 
for ease of collection. Meet at 10 am at the North Prairie 
Trailhead entrance. Sign up for reminders and updates at 
rougepark.org.
October 23, 10 am-2 pm; Dequindre Cut. Join the 
Detroit Riverfront Conservancy for the Fall Cleanup 
along the Dequindre Cut Greenway and Atwater, Wood-
brige, and Franklin streets! Come solo or social distance 
with a friend. Clean for a few hours or casually collect trash 
along your walk. When you’re done, tie the bag and leave it 
along the side of the Cut or street — our cleaning team will 
pick it up later! Volunteer check-in is located at the Wood-
bridge, Gratiot, and Wilkins entrances to the Dequindre 
Cut. Masks, gloves, and trash bags will be available.
October 23, 11 am-noon; Rouge Park. Join us for a 
nature walk along the Stone Bridge Nature Trail to 
learn about native tree and plant species led by tree expert 
Bill Brodovich. Meet at the Stone Bridge Trailhead at 11am. 
Sign up for reminders and updates at rougepark.org. 
October 23, 12-2pm; Chandler Park. Chandler Park 
Skate Park ribbon cutting. Join us as we celebrate the 
opening of the state-of-the-art skate park in Chandler Park. 
The event will begin with free food, music, and give-aways, 
and will feature some professional skateboarders.
October 24, 9 am-12:30 pm; Chandler Park. 
Rebuilding Together Volunteer Day.
October 24, 10 am-noon; Rouge Park, Prairie 
Pathway North Trailhead. Volunteers can choose 
between removing invasive plant species and overgrowth 
from the entrance of the prairie or cleaning up trash along 

Outer Drive W. 
Meet at the 
North Prairie 
Trailhead 

entrance at 10 am. 
Trash bags and lop-

pers will be pro-
vided, and feel free to 

bring any additional 
tools you have. Sign up for 

reminders and updates at rougepark.org.

NOVEMBER 
November 13-14, 8 am-7 pm: The First Annual 
Chandler Park 3on3 Youth Basketball Tournament 
will be held at the Samaritan Center located at 5555 Conner 
St., Detroit, 48213. This event is in partnership with Detroit 
PAL, FILA, and the Grant Hill Foundation. The event will 
have three divisions: Girls 13U, Boys 13U, and Boys 10U. 
Registration is required. For more info call (313) 499-1956.
November 19, 5pm-midnight; Beacon Park. Beacon 
Park will transform into a winter wonderland this holiday 
season, kicking off with Light Up Beacon Park on 
November 19. Experience the Children’s Tree come to life 
with ornaments decorated by Beacon Buddies from local 
Detroit organizations, along with new lighting installations, 
food trucks, live holiday music, and more. New and return-
ing interactive lighting features, totaling more than 125,000 
twinkling LED lights, will illuminate Beacon Park. Visit 
anytime, from November 19 through mid-January 2022.
November 19-30, Campus Martius Park. The Rink at 
Campus Martius Park is the premier family-friendly, 
outdoor skating rink in Michigan and the region. Situated 
in the heart of Downtown Detroit on Woodward Avenue, 
the Rink offers one of the most beautiful skating experi-
ences in the country. Visitors can purchase tickets online or 
by phone during rink hours at (313) 963-9393. Tickets are 
limited. Walk-up tickets are not available.

DECEMBER
Ongoing, Campus Martius Park. See description above 
in November list about the outdoor skating rink.

Ongoing, Belle Isle. The Belle Isle Holiday Stroll has 
ushered in the holidays on Belle Isle for over 30 years with a 
schedule of family-friendly activities and performances 
across the island. Traditionally held on the second Friday 
evening of December, the Stroll will look different this year 
than it has in the past, but will continue to bring tidings of 
good cheer to Belle Isle this holiday season.

Calendar

http://rougepark.org
http://rougepark.org
http://rougepark.org

