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Creating a Champion for Detroit Parks
Park Groups Build a Plan for Sustainability,  
Empowerment, Inclusiveness, and Community Impact 

Detroit’s five region-serving 
parks each have grass-roots organi-
zations led by Detroiters working to 
save and enhance the park that is 
nearest to their hearts. Each organi-
zation was forged out of necessity 
due to the neglect of these beloved 
spaces. At times, municipal budgets 
were forced to even consider the clo-
sure or sale of parkland because of 
ever-dwindling resources. By mar-
shalling volunteers, resources, and 
political will, the Detroit Park Coali-
tion (DPC) partners have managed to not just 
stem decline, but to foster a renewed vibran-
cy. Over the last several years, the City of 
Detroit has rebuilt its internal parks and 
recreation capacity, and has been able to 
direct significant funds to these parks once 
again. The City and DPC are working to 
jointly steward these community landmarks 
so vital to Detroiters’ quality of life. 

While considerable progress has been made, the 
volunteers and staff of these organizations recognize that far greater 
progress could be possible if there were a citywide champion for  
Detroit parks, which marshals public opinion, builds an advocacy con-
stituency, and structures all the individual efforts in a way that can 
make partnership with Foundations and the City Administration far more 
efficient and effective. To realize that vision, they have come together to cre-
ate a champion in the form of the Detroit Parks Coalition. 

The Detroit Parks Coalition is the result of a year-long strategic planning 
process started in 2019 (led by Proseed Consulting), which brought the 
organizations together to collaborate on a shared vision and goals. The 
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initiative, supported by the Erb Family Foundation, uses the 
analysis of similar successful models pioneered in New York City, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and San Francisco and tempered to meet 
Detroit’s unique history, situation, and opportunities. 

Three themes came out of the process: 
• Create a Champion for Detroit parks 
• Use Network Effect to Increase Economies of Scale and Impact 
• Increase Impact in the region-serving parks 

This three-pronged approach is a multi-year effort aimed at harness-
ing the energy and passion of the volunteers and staff of these parks to 
create a sustainable and permanent initiative to strengthen Detroit’s Park 
system in partnership with the City, foundations, and Detroit residents.

By creating an advocacy platform, cutting costs, and enhancing their 
parks with real improvements, the DPC believes it can grow a movement 
to support and sustain Detroit region-serving parks. In the long-term, 
an effective DPC creates the opportunity to explore increased partner-
ships with the greatly improved City General Services Department as 
well as the actors of the nascent Downtown Detroit Partnership (DDP) 
initiative to develop a world-class parks system that any one of these 
actors cannot do alone.

— Excerpted and slightly modified from the Detroit Parks Coalition 
Strategic Plan Summary, March 2020

Champion for 
Detroit Parks Continued from cover

Have a Voice in What  
You Want From Your Parks 

VISION
A world-class parks system, co-created with 

Detroiters and nearby neighbors, that 
includes state amenities and natural  

areas, rigorous maintenance, and   
innovative programming  
in support of a vibrant,  

inclusive and  
thriving  
Detroit.

MISSION
We are an alliance 
that champions Detroit’s
vibrant region-serving parks
and works together with the 
City and stakeholders to deliver
outstanding park experiences so 
that users can further their health, 
well-being, and belonging.

PURPOSE The Detroit Parks Coalition will: 
• Foster a strong and supportive relationship between the City of Detroit, parks groups,  

and partners;
• Advocate together for the protection, improvement and expansion of Detroit parks 
• Learn and problem solve together;
• Get more done in the parks by sharing resources that boost service and program delivery; 
• Leverage significant investment in and community support for Detroit’s parks; 
• Launch with Detroit’s regional parks and expand over time in support of other organized  

Detroit parks.

WE ARE DPC Founded in 2018

Belle Isle Conservancy
belleisleconservancy.org
hodgesm@belleisleconservancy.org  
Michele Hodges, President and CEO

Chandler Park Conservancy
chandlerparkconservancy.org
aallen@chandlerparkconservancy.org  
Alex Allen, President and CEO
Yvette Bass-Pullom, Program Director 
Phone: (313) 499-1767

Clark Park Coalition
clarkparkdetroit.com
Anthony@clarkparkdetroit.com
Anthony Benavides, Center Director

Friends of Rouge Park
rougepark.org
rougepark@gmail.com
Sally Petrella,President; Paula Trilety,  
Membership Chair; Sam Shopinski, Trustee

People for Palmer Park
peopleforpalmerpark.org
info@peopleforpalmerpark.org
Rochelle Lento, President  
Barbara Barefield and Sigal Hemy,  
Board members

Meagan Elliott, PhD 
Chief Parks Planner for the City of Detroit

Every five years the City of Detroit undergoes a process 
to update its Parks and Recreation Plan in accordance with 
guidelines from the Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources. When I came to the City in 2014, our existing plan 
had not been updated since 2006. So much had changed 
since that time and we had a lot of work to do. In January of 
2017, we passed the Parks and Recreation Improvement 
Plan, a humble reset intended to reorient our capital proj-
ects around principles of citywide park equity. Since that 
time, we have worked tirelessly to implement the first four 
phases of that plan, rebuilding 155 parks across the city, 
building our capacity and relationships, and taking on  
major parks initiatives like the Strategic Neighborhood 
Fund, Joe Louis Greenway, and Historic Fort Wayne.   

This time around, we are broadening our horizons to ex-
tend beyond a capital strategy and focus on how those park 
investments can work with maintenance and programming 
to create a more holistic park experience for Detroiters. We 
are currently in the first phase of an 18-month timeline to 
update the plan. In this phase we are gathering information, 
to learn what residents’ future priorities and goals are for 
parks and recreation in Detroit, as well as to connect resi-
dents with existing programs and resources. To help achieve 
while still ensuring safety in the time of Covid-19, we have 

launched a citywide sur-
vey, conducted a commu-
nity needs assessment and 
will be attending commu-
nity meetings across the 
City as they start to hap-
pen again. We anticipate 
this first information-gath-
ering phase to last until 
the end of January 2021, 
when we take all that we’ve 
learned and begin analyz-
ing and prioritizing, in phase two of the plan update. So far 
we have already gotten over 600 responses to the survey. If 
you haven’t had the chance to take it yet, please follow the 
link below. It takes between 10 and 15 minutes to complete.

If you need assistance filling out the survey, please call 
(313)744-3202 and we can assist. 

Fill out the survey here! 
Detroit has a strong network of park advocates and part-

ners that love and care for our open spaces. Our collective 
experience of the Covid-19 pandemic has only expanded 
this network and underscored the critical role of our parks 
and greenways system for our quality of life, mental and 
physical health, and neighborhood stability. We appreciate 
the hard work of the Detroit Parks Coalition in making sure 
this message is heard loud and clear. 

Skaters enjoy the Riverside Park grand re-opening. Park investments like this are directed by the strategic planning process.

Newsletter Design: Barbara Barefield DesignWorks

http://belleisleconservancy.org
https://www.chandlerparkconservancy.org
https://clarkparkdetroit.com
http://www.rougepark.org
http://peopleforpalmerpark.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfz_RHgHFyM-h9z1SQjxysvKcpxK2KqZOoY0ZAee4lddQ1d8g/viewform


music industry due to Covid-19, Drummer B recorded three 
successful livestream performances for the Detroit/Chicago/
Berlin Music X Design, Movement Selection Vol. 3, and a set 
with Juan Atkins and Derrick May for the Museum of Con-
temporary Art and Design. 

Be among the first to experience A.O.A. by tuning to 
twitch.tv/paxahau on January 28th at 6 pm.

Follow Drummer B on Instagram at @drummerb313. 

Belle Isle Conservancy Continues  
Partnership with Great Lakes Now 

In 2021 the Belle Isle Conservancy continues its partner-
ship with Great Lakes Now and WDET Detroit to bring  
educational environmental programming to Facebook with 

a new Watch Party each month. The monthly show, “Great 
Lakes Now,” launched in April 2019, and since then has  
expanded to a basin-wide, bi-national program carried on 
more than a dozen PBS stations in five states as well as in 
Ontario with host and Michigan native Ward Detwiler. 

Belle Isle Conservancy’s partnership with Great Lakes 
Now was established in late 2020 and entails content created 
in the “watch party” format for Facebook as a complement 
to the television show that airs on PBS. The television show 
focuses on issues happening in the Great Lakes region, and 
the collaboration with Belle Isle Conservancy allows for a 
deeper discussion on how some of the same topics affect our 
end of the Great Lakes and the Detroit River with the show’s 
Program Director, Sandra Svoboda. 

Past episodes of the Great Lakes Now Facebook Watch 
Party have covered topics ranging from microplastics in our 
waterways to invasive species. You find our staff, including 
Amanda Murray, Paul Shuert, Amy Emmert, and Genevieve 
Nowak featured in past episodes here: https://youtube.com/
playlist?list=PL_P35GZcjx3GyyCq9aYO0X0irlW-2UOYk

To catch the next Watch Party episode on February 5th at 
1:30 pm, follow facebook.com/BelleIsleConservancy.
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Belle Isle is just what the Doctor ordered
For nearly the last year, it’s been recommended to spend 

time outside to cope with the social restrictions and quaran-
tining that’s been a result of COVID-19. And now, as we set-
tle into the winter months, the winter time blues can be an 
added stressor for many. Luckily Mother Nature provides 
natural resources that can help us all to cope with what life 
throws at us. There is medical proof that spending time out-
side improves one’s overall well being, be that physical, men-
tal, or emotional health. And thanks to the Park Rx program, 
it’s possible to get a medical prescription to visit hundreds of 
parks across the nation, including Belle Isle! 

The Park Rx America, a non-profit organization, was 
founded by Dr. Robert Zarr in 2017 to provide a way for 
medical professionals to write “park prescriptions’’ for pa-
tients of all ages. The mission of Park Rx is to decrease the 
burden of chronic disease, increase health and happiness, 
and foster environmental stewardship, by virtue of prescrib-
ing Nature during the routine delivery of healthcare by a di-
verse group of health care professionals.The program target-
ed patients with obesity, mental health issues, and chronic 
conditions like hypertension and Type 2 diabetes. Visit  
www.parkrxamerica.org to learn more about the program. 

It’s the Age of Aquarius at  
Belle Isle Aquarium

On January 28th, musicologist, producer, DJ, and musical 
tastemaker Drummer B will debut his latest project, A.O.A. 
(Age of Aquarius), during an exclusive livestream powered 
by Paxahau from the Belle Isle Aquarium. The livestream 
will benefit the historic facility, which is managed and oper-
ated by Belle Isle Conservancy, with a donation link going 
live during the stream.

A.O.A. encompasses an aquatic theme experimenting 
with a variation of ambient, aquatic sounds and electronic 
based production. This album was produced to feel like a 
soundtrack or score to a movie. HIs childhood love of fish 
and aquariums, the aquatic theme and sound of the album  
inspired Drummer B to use the Belle Isle Aquarium as a vi-
sual backdrop.  

A native Detroiter, Drummer B, is no stranger to the mu-
sic and entertainment industry. He has worked with D12, 
Slum Village, The Black Birds, Umar Bin, The Last Poets, 
Nick Speed, Danny Brown, Dope Head, Jessica Care Moore, 
and many more. Even with 2020 being a trying year for the 

Belle Isle  
Conservancy

“Urgin’ for Sturgeon” Facebook Watch Party, Great Lakes 
Now, Belle Isle Conservancy WDET-101.9FM.

https://twitch.tv/paxahau
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_P35GZcjx3GyyCq9aYO0X0irlW-2UOYk
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_P35GZcjx3GyyCq9aYO0X0irlW-2UOYk
http://facebook.com/BelleIsleConservancy
http://www.parkrxamerica.org
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The design for the Chandler Park Skate Park.

Chandler Park Conservancy
Crowdfunding campaign launched for Chandler Park Skatepark: $50,000 goal to win 
matching grant through MEDC’s Public Spaces Community Places initiative 

Chandler Park in Detroit will soon gain a 
state of the art skatepark through a new crowd-
funding campaign. The campaign is being 
offered through the Michigan-based crowd-
funding platform Patronicity.

If the campaign reaches its crowdfunding 
goal of $50,000 by  January 29th,  the project 
will win a matching grant with funds made 
possible by MEDC’s Public Spaces Commu-
nity Places program. For project details and 
to donate, please visit: patronicity.com/skate.

Public Spaces Community Places is a col-
laborative effort of the MEDC, the Michigan 
Municipal League, and Patronicity, in which 
local residents can use crowdfunding to be 
part of the development of strategic projects 
in their communities and be backed with a 
matching grant from MEDC. Communities, 
nonprofits and other business entities can 
apply at patronicity.com/puremichigan.

  “Chandler Park is a regional asset that 
deserves investment and development to 
maintain its integrity and use,” said  MEDC 
Senior Vice President of Community Devel-
opment Michele Wildman. “We are pleased 
to bring this space to life and provide resourc-
es for this effort through our Public Spaces 
Community Places program.”

 This campaign will complete the skatepark 
which is a collaboration with some incredible 
partners including the Tony Hawk Foundation, Find Your 
Grind, SITE Design Group, Hardcore Skateparks, and the 
Chandler Park Conservancy. These groups have been work-
ing together to create an environmentally safe space for 
skateboarders, bikers, scooters, and the like. The design of 
the park will be based off of the natural environment found 
in Chandler Park. The skatepark will feature terrain designs 
for traditional and street type style of skateboarding.

  The thought process for developing a skatepark also 
included input from the General Service Department of the 
City of Detroit, along with residents and local stakeholders. 
Skateparks build and sustain healthy communities. They 
also assist in reducing illicit behavior, providing a safe envi-
ronment for skateboarding, reducing damage to private 

property, boosting the economy, and benefitting physical 
and mental health.

 “Chandler Park Conservancy is incredibly appreciative of 
MEDC for supporting our organization through their Public 
Spaces Community Places program. This matching grant 
program will allow us to raise the last set of funds that are 
needed to make our state-of-the-art skatepark a reality,” said 
Alex Allen, CEO & Director of Chandler Park Conservancy. 
“We could not accomplish our goal to provide a unique and 
safe space for beginner and skilled skateboarders to exercise, 
enjoy the outdoors, or build communities without their 
contributions.”

“Reimaging spaces and infrastructure that encourage 
community connection is critical to placemaking and build-

ing community wealth,” said Dan 
Gilmartin, CEO and executive director 
of the Michigan Municipal League. “This 
project fits that bill and we look forward to cel-
ebrating with Detroit when this development is 
added as an enhancement to their public spaces.” 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles Invests  
$285,000 into Chandler Park

 Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) has invested $285,000  
as a part of the automaker’s ongoing commitment to improve 
the quality of life for the people and neighborhoods on 
Detroit’s east side. FCA has contributed $285,000 to the 
Chandler Park Conservancy that will enable the nonprofit 

organization to start construction on Detroit’s first environ-
mental education plaza (pictured at left).

“FCA’s commitment to Detroit goes beyond our facilities,” 
said Ron Stallworth, External Affairs Lead for Wayne Coun-
ty, FCA. “Our collective futures will be defined based on how 
we collaborate to transform our neighborhoods, and we are 
just getting started.”

The $285,000 presented to the Chandler Park Conservan-
cy for the environmental education plaza will provide envi-
ronmental education programming for K-12 students. 

“Together, with FCA, we’re helping address the inequities 
of park amenities between city and suburban parks,” said 
Alex Allen, III, president and CEO, Chandler Park Conser-
vancy. “The project supports our triple bottom line, offering 
social, environmental and economic benefits to eastside res-
idents. FCA is enabling us to complete our vision for this 
space.” The Conservancy is planning to break ground on the 
environmental education plaza this fall.
Chandler Park Fitness Zone is in the Park!

 The Chandler Park Fitness Zone funded by the KIP-D 
Innovative Fund features outdoor stationary fitness 

equipment. The equipment is open for use to 
the over 75,000 annual visitors to Chandler 

Park. There will be special program-
ming for the mature adult population 

in the spring. The fitness equipment 
has the potential to encourage 
physical activity and decrease 
health disparities amongst resi-
dents in the Chandler Park 
community. 

In partnership with Wayne 
State University School of Medi-

cine, Chandler Park Conservancy 
recently has committed to address-

ing access to healthy foods, wellness, 
and fitness programs for the older adult 

population. Their expectations are to pos-
itively impact physical and psychological 

health while increasing social connections amongst 
the older adult population. By providing free, easily accessi-
ble, and low-impact fitness equipment, Chandler Park Con-
servancy is anticipating a significant quantitative increase in 
the quality of life.

The partnership with the Wayne State School of Medicine 
will allow Chandler Park Conservancy to develop program-
ming around the fitness equipment in which a self-reporting 
model is utilized for tracking weight, BMI, and blood pres-
sure.                                                            Continued on page 8

Chandler Park Fitness Zone, right.

https://www.patronicity.com/project/chandler_park_skate_park#!/
https://www.patronicity.com/puremichigan
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Chandler Park NeighborHUB 
Community Hoop House Project

The Detroit Regional Chamber and 
General Motors (GM) announced the 
third cohort of awardees for the Neigh-
borHUB grant program. This year’s 
awards doubled to support eleven neigh-
borhood nonprofit organizations who 
proposed the most innovative solutions 
to problems facing their communities. 
Among the awardees was the Chandler 
Park Conservancy for their Community 
Hoop House Project. 

The NeighborHUB program is an 
annual, collaborative effort between the 
Chamber and GM that is designed to 
empower residents in Detroit, Ham-
tramck, or Highland Park to affect 
change in their neighborhoods 
through physical presence and 
innovative programming. This 
year, small businesses, among 
the hardest hit financially by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, were also 
eligible for the first time to part-
ner with nonprofits that met the 
criteria on an application.

Now in its third year, the Neigh-
borHUB has awarded grants to 24 
neighborhood organizations. Through 
a collaborative process, an advisory selec-
tion committee comprising representatives from 
the Chamber, GM, the City of Detroit, BLAC Magazine, and 
Michigan Community Resources, reviewed and voted on 
the proposals.

More than 100 grant applications were submitted, and the 
selection process was very competitive. Project work will 
begin this month and continue through fall 2021. We are 
excited about the Chandler Park Conservancy Neigh-
borHUB Community Hoop House Project.

A few years ago the Chandler Park Community partici-
pated in a project to increase awareness on issues related to 
food security, eating healthy food, and the barriers that come 
with both. The community-based project team came to sev-
eral conclusions, among their recommendation included the 
establishment of a community garden. The concept of the 

garden is to grow fruits and vegetables 
with and for the community, teach resi-
dents how to prepare produce, and take 
advantage of intergenerational relation-
ships that were built during the plan-
ning process. The garden would also be a 

place to build a sense of community, a 
space to have a  dialogue on community 

issues, and a space to share information.   
We are proposing creating the first phase of 

the community garden. In this case, a NeighborHUB 
that is centered on a community garden by establishing a 
hoop-house to grow produce year-round. The NeighborHUB/
community garden will be a place to grow produce to 
distribute to those who volunteer in the garden and for our 
most vulnerable neighbors, like seniors and those with 
restricted mobility. 

We found in some of our research, that some people don’t 
know how to prepare what might come straight from a gar-
den. We are partnering will a chef from a local catering busi-
ness to teach residents how to prepare what comes out of the 
garden.  We also plan to set up a farmers market to sell prod-
ucts to help sustain and expand the garden. 

If you would like to get involved, contact Yvette Bass- 
Pullom at yvettejoy.cpc@gmail.com or 313-499-1956.

2020: A Year Like No Other at  
Clark Park

2020 has been a year filled with challenges we never 
could have imagined. Many have experienced unbear-
able loss of loved ones, but we continue to find ways to 
move forward as we carefully follow COVID-19 
guidelines and find safe, risk-free ways to connect 
with friends and family. 

The pandemic is greatly affecting Clark Park 
and the thousands of people who rely on us for 
youth programming, after-school tutoring, and a 
handful of other programs we’re unable to pro-
vide. Although we have been in lockdown since 
March, and the recreation center and ice rink will 
remain closed until further notice, we are doing 
everything possible to keep our organization run-
ning for the community. These past months we 
were fortunate to partner with a number of organiza-
tions to provide COVID-19-safe activities.

• We partnered with the Pistons Foundation to pro-
vide safe outdoor recreational activities for our youth 
this summer.

• On August 30, two Detroit Symphony Orchestra mem-
bers presented music by Edvard Grieg, George Bizet 
and Claude Debussy at a socially distanced outdoor 
concert on the Clark Park stage. Nearly 100 people at-
tended, and we hope to do it next summer when times 
are better.

• In early October, Clark Park was chosen to be an early 
voting site. Following COVID-19 safety protocols, vot-
ers were able to register, vote, or drop off their ballots. 
We were one of the City’s top early voting locations.

Even though our doors remain closed, we continue to 
maintain the park and plan for the reopening of the center, 
including a special 30th anniversary celebration. We know 
there are brighter days ahead and we welcome the opportu-
nity to be together once again when we can skate on the ice 
rink and enjoy a day of fun at a Winter Carnival. Together, 
we will get through these difficult times.

We know brighter days with normal activities will return.

mailto:yvettejoy.cpc@gmail.com
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Our PFPP Tennis Academy was named the Best  
Community Tennis Program by the USTA.

People for Palmer Park
Over the past decade, People for Palmer Park has been devoted to the revitalization and  
beautification of Palmer Park, a 296-acre urban park and forest in northwest Detroit 
By Rochelle E. Lento 
PFPP Board President 

New Infrastructure Improvements
There are some exciting new infrastructure improvements 

in Palmer Park, especially in the south end, including a state-
of-the-art shelter built near Lake Frances. This new shelter 
was partly funded by the PGA Rocket Mortgage Classic pro-
ceeds from 2019, with the City supporting it as well. In the 
same area, a new foundation for a volley ball court has been 
installed. Volley ball players have consistently used Palmer 
Park, and it will be nice to provide them with an actual court 
to play on. 

These improvements will be complemented by anticipat-
ed restoration of both the Palmer Park Lighthouse and Lake 
Frances. Beginning in the spring 2021, preliminary work on 
the lighthouse will commence 
with repairs to the carpentry, 
siding, and windows as the 
first steps. This project will be 
completed next summer. 

The City of Detroit and Peo-
ple for Palmer Park were 
awarded a $300,000 grant from 
the National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation, which will be 
matched by the City. Taken di-
rectly from the grant proposal, 
here is a description of the 
scope of the work for Lake 
Frances to commence in 2021: 

“The proposed project will 
restore the aquatic habitat at 
Lake Frances in Detroit’s His-
toric Palmer Park and connect 
it to Witherell Woods. It will 
result in substantially im-
proved habitat for over 100 species of flora and fauna, con-
nect Lake Frances to Witherell Woods, and increase public 
access to and educational opportunities in unique natural 
areas rarely found in an urban setting. 

“The restoration of  Lake Frances’ 4 acres aquatic habitat 
and surrounding native grasslands; the enhancement of  the 
biodiversity of the 60+ acre Witherell Woods; the reconfig-

uring of  2+ acres of impervious surface to en-
sure all surface water from trails and tennis 
courts is slowed, cooled, and cleansed by green 
infrastructure; and expansion and resurface of 
the existing boardwalk are all part of the pro-
posal for Lake Frances.”

Recreation in Palmer Park  
during COVID

  Beginning in early July 2020, we re-started 
our Palmer Park Tennis Academy, limiting our 
total number of participants to 75, with four 

students per coach. With support of the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA), we implemented severe safety mea-
sures from mask-wearing, to ball-collection, assuring each 
student has her or his own racquet, and maintaining social 
distancing. We also continued Tai Chi on Wednesdays, again 
with similar safety precautions; and Yoga on Saturday morn-
ings. Classes were well-attended, and the benefit of being 

outdoors while social distancing 
is very simple. 

The Pistons Neighbor Program 
chose Palmer Park this summer to 
offer additional recreational program-
ming. From Wednesday to Sunday, they 
provided an amenity cart with sports and 
other equipment, basketball clinics, yoga and 
dance classes, mini art clinics, and live music.  

Community Gardens,  
Farmers Markets, and more

With our new program of community residents renting 
garden beds, the Palmer Park Community Garden thrived 
this year. As one such community gardener, my family has 
regularly enjoyed salads and veggies from our garden. This 
year, we have harvested bok choy, broccoli, lettuce greens, 
cucumbers, celery, hot and mild peppers, cherry tomatoes, 
herbs including basil, thyme, oregano, marjoram, and horse-

radish root, as well as our fall 
beets, radishes, and carrots. 

This year, thanks to efforts 
of Roy Raines, we even had a 
pumpkin patch growing in 
the garden. Stroll through 
the garden next time you are 
in Palmer Park. 

And, many of you were 
regulars at our weekly Farmer’s Market held on Wednesdays 
from 4:30-7:30 pm at the corner of 7 Mile and Woodward. 
Each week, we had new vendors and more patrons. We were 
proud that our own PFPP member and neighbor Abe Gure-
witz, Black Dog Catering, brought his fresh breads and 
homemade jams (made with berries grown in Palmer Park) 
to the market, too. The market will be back next summer as 
well. 

Palmer Park Community House– 
Voting Center 

The City of Detroit transformed the Palmer Park Com-
munity Center into one of the 23 neighborhood voting 

centers from September 26 to November 3. Resi-
dents dropped off their absentee ballots 

during that time, picked them up, or voted 
in person. 

Challenges with  
Greater Park Usage

While there is so much positive 
energy and advancement continu-
ing in the park, the increased park 
usage has presented its challenges. 

There has been more and more trash, 
particularly in the parking lots over 

the weekend. 
The City has responded by placing 

more cans and hand-picking up trash—but 
we need users to respect the park. Especially 

during the warmer months, there was some partying 
and other illegal activities, especially in the Chess Row lot at 
the south end. The City had to install new gates, and is en-
forcing the 10:00 pm curfew in Palmer and all parks. 

Our Palmer Park board is considering ways to engage the 
community to help us preserve Palmer Park as a safe place 
for families and children. As Senator Thomas Palmer coined, 
“a park for the good of all.” For us that means a safe,  
secure, and clean park for all to use and enjoy. 

For more information, please visit our website or face-
book page: peopleforpalmerpark.org, @pfpalmerpark

Mint Artist Guild presented art work-
shops during the Piston’s program.

11

Our new Farmers Market, top, 
and new picnic pavillion, right. 

http://www.peopleforpalmerpark.org
http://facebook.com/pfpalmerpark
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Friends of 
Rouge Park

After years of advocating for the park, the Friends of 
Rouge Park are happy to report that parts of our Master 
Plan are finally getting implemented. Three playgrounds, 
three picnic shelters, several sports fields, new basketball and 
tennis courts, a walking track, and protected bike lanes have 
all been installed and are being enjoyed by residents. A splash 
pad is coming as well as improvements to the Archery Range. 

The pandemic has made this a difficult year, forcing us to cancel 
our volunteer days and refocus on advocating for basic services like 
trash pickup and grass cutting and educate residents 
on how to recreate safely in the park in a pandemic. 

Our nature trails saw more use than we have ever 
seen before as people continue to seek out places 
where they can recreate outdoors away from other 
people. We added signage and worked with police 
and placed natural barriers to stop off road vehicles 
from tearing up the trails.

People love Rouge Park for its natural beauty and 
we highlighted this with regular nature updates on 
our Facebook page and held our annual butterfly 
and prairie walk as a virtual event. 

In the fall we began offering 
virtual presentations. Please join 
us on January 19 for a presenta-
tion on our Master Plan and in 
February we will continue with 
the history we started in No-
vember.  

Rouge Park is the city’s largest 
park and we encourage people 
to come explore it.


